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BETWEEN 


2 Simeon and Levi, 


The Difference Of PROFESSORS from the: M E- 
TROPOLITAN fort, to all others of the leſſer Form. 


: WITH 
Reſpect to their Carriage and Behaviour, 
| In a Time Of | 


PERSECU TION. 


Ne 2. Malach. 3. 16. 17. 18, 

Then they that feared the Lord, Jpeak often one to another: and the Lord 
hearkned and heard it, and a Book of Remembrance was written before 
ham, for the that feared the Lord and that thought upon his Name; 4nd 
they ſhall be mine. ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in that day when I makg »þ 
my Jewels, and I will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his own Son that ſer- 
veth him. Then ſhall ye Return and diſcern between him that 'ſerveth 
God, and him that ſerveth him not. _ 


- 


Tempora mutantur, nos & mutamur in illis. 
Airy Diſſenters tn a time of Peace, 2 ; 

Prove ſtrifteſt Church-men when thoſe tim?s do ceaſe, 

Change times again, ſuch Church-men then will Swear, 

They are the beſt Diſſenters ever were, 


—— — 
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BETWEEN 


Simeon «ad Levi, 


F CONCERNING | 
The Difference Of - PROFESSORS from the 
- METROPOLITAN fort, to all others 
of the lefler Form, Viz. 


$328. Oodmorrow Brother Levi, you arc 
here before me. 
"1. \ 'Levi. 7 was taking 4 Melancholly 


mn” Walk, muſing upon our laſt Diſcourſe, 

«nd it 2 little affeFs _—_ Y Rs 5 
Sim, What's the Matter ? | 

' Levi, We have rot carrged our ſelves ( in the late 

Troubles, ) as became the Goſpel we ſo long profeſſed 

and Preached, and the Miſchief is the World knows it. 

Sim. Ah! Brother! had either of us ſubmitted to 

mortifying Grace, and appeared in thefirſt opening our 

Sjragogyes, as truly Penitent, for the publick Scandal 


_ we have given to Religion, for the grief we have ex- 


poſed the” Godly to, for the-Laughter we have filled 
ah: | A 2 | the. 
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the-wicked with , by our ignominious Tergiverſationz 
wemight be under far better- Circumſtances than-now 
we are, but fince we have Strutted-and Vapoured _be- 
fore the face of Multitudes, as though we had'done no- 
thing amiſs 5 amiſs do I ſay, nay as though wehad been 
the only Saints of the Times, wecan expect no better 
Treatment than the Juſt cenſures of the Sober and Con- 
ſcientious Part of Mankind, of what perſuaſion ſoever. 
But pray how was it with our Brethren of the Congre 
gational way, with the reſt of: the .Diſlenters7,> 


Levi, 7. profeſs they have gained a greaf deal of 


* Ground of us. 
Sir. How ſo? 


Levi. Bearing up ſo bravely ander the greateſt Preſſ® 


wres of ſufferings, and the not forſaking the aſſembling 
themfelves together '( as the manner of ſome was )) not- 
withſtanding the horrid diſtonragements they met with, 


whereby they mightily convinc'd the Atheiftical World of 


the 'Power and Glory of Religion, ſhamed onr (Proteus 
like ) turning and winding, ſhufling and ſhifting, and 
gained to themſelves a never fading Crown: of Honour. 

Sim, Was there none ſuch among us ? 

Levi, Tes, there was 4 firm Oak that ſprong from a 
better Soyl than ever you or I grew in, who never crack- 
ed or bende1in the hotteſt of the Tires, we had another, 
who by his Courage and nnfoil d Magnanimity, ſeemed 
to be prepared for a day of Slater, as alſo a brisk Frank 
Soul, who bare a worthy nnſhakes Teſtimony before the 
fierceſt Wolves who ſufficiently. witneſſed by his repeat- 
ed Impriſonments and manifold ſufferings, heywas not 
aſhamed to own, nor afraid bo aſſert the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Neither muſt we forget ( ſor we may ad- 

mire 
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mite vhough 'we could wot ihiitate 3 Him that'##"the 


Honour 'of vwr Way, the Gloryof Learning, and indeed 
( in deſpite'of any Hyperbole Y*the neareſt Tnſtance in 
this Age of created PerſeFions. | 
$i#7; How ? ” ; 
Levi; Eut where ſhall we pick up any more, 
For 'mongthereſt ſcarce cou'd be found a man 
But look't as pail and volatile as Bran, 


Sim. Did noe of the other fort Flinch. 
Levi, Hardly any, it may be one was WEAD togo 
away,another forced to hidein L 0 B'S Corner, yet not 


- from any declining their Work, or with deſign baſely 


to cringe tothe Humour of the times, but through the 
malevolent influence of ſome Stars then on the aſcend. 
ant, they were compelled to draw aſide a little be- 
hind the Curtain, yet in their greateſt recluſe they 
rook care of, their poor Flocks, ſent to them, writ to . 
them ( which we never did) and rejoyced to hear 
they were. provided for by other Preachers (which 
we were always wad at) It grieved our hearts that a- 
ny 7zterlopers ( for fo we counted them _) ſhould come 
near our Folds, for though we had forgot feeding we, 
had ſtill a Months mind to Fleecing, and therefore we 
were willing our ſheep ſhould keep their wool though 
they wanted Paſture. But to return, as ſoon as theſe 
but now mentioned, were reſtored to Freedom and 
ſafety by the Darting in the Beams of Royal Fa- 
vor, Oh! with what Honour, Credit,and Renown, did 
they 'come again. to their beloved People , and 
now they may expe a Bleſſing upon their conſtant 
and fincere Labours, and therefore the Caſe if thoſe 


Worthy Perſons and ours, is ia all manner of ' ways 


hugely 


yere they of a pre- 


ciqus thing called Faithfulneſs. ( which. you: and I ne- 
ver madean Ido] of) how chearfully did they embrace 
ſufferings, how joytully did they take the Gofin of 
their Goods, how conſtantly and publickly did they 
Meet, notwithſtanding the Fury of their Oppreſſors. 
© © Sim. What 3s the Application of all this ? 
.i- * 'Zevs, Truly very black upon us, as Firſt, Had it 
-not been for other Diflenters, the whole of the Dif- 
ſeating Cauſe had been loft and'ſaflowed'np'id the 
late Perfecution, and-all the World would havelook- 
'e& ypon the Diſfenrers in Prglind, as company of 
Horrid Impoſtors, in making ſuch a noiſe about a thing 
they had no conrage to ltand by.” Secondly, we have 
for ever loſt the "magnified -Titles of the Diffenters 
'Rabbies, -or. the- great Dacto)s of the, Reformmed 
Religion 53 Who-ver heretofore chought us fo, will 
have other kind of thonghts now they have, diſcern- 
ed'our Nakednef:, ſeen our Ryttennefs,1od beheldrhe 
. pirtious effects of our lamentable Feebleneſs. Thirdly, 
We have brought our fe] ves thto:an inexrricable Laby- 


rTinth, beyond the Art and 'Sopiſtry, of the cunningeſt 


- n'to help-us out, for either we muſt own our - ves 
roſs: Hypocrites (inthe late times)” in © complying 
with /that which' we thonght- evil. gt Notorious 


8chiſmaticks (at this time) in feparting from wp | 
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we' think good, If going to Church, and conforming 
tothe Ceremonies be an evil thing, Why did 1, and 
a great many other Dans, ſanQuary our ſelves under 
the ſhade of this Evil, from ſuffering in the Fleſh » "of 
when we were called of God to bear a Teftimony (by 
ſuffering) againſt the evil of it? On the other hand, 
if goivg ro Church, and conforming to the Ceremonies, 
be a good thing, a warrantable thing 3 Why dolI (for 
I muſt put my ſelf firſt) -and they make ſuch a rent | 
and Diviſion in a Proteſtant Church, by refuſing to do {. 
_ it? Now meeting in ſeparateCongregations, and draw- 
f ing Sholes of People from a oe Excellent way. 
Ah! Brother, what can we ſay to theſe things. 
Laſtly, if there had been no better Diſſenters than 
we, the opening the Box of His 2A JESTIES unpa- 
| ralell'd Goodneſs in His Moſt Gratious Declaration, 
| could not have caſt fach a Fragrant and Odoriferons 
5 | . Savor in every Corner of the Land as it has done. 
t News of Liberty 'is but dull Mufick, to ſuch as 
% never were 1 Bonds, Freedom to worſhip God in 
es their own way; !s a ſmall thing with thoſe, whoſe aſh+ 
| Leather Confctences ( ſach as ours) can ſtretch wide 
enough to worſhip him in any way. And in truth this 
is the Reaſon the Gentlemen of our Tribe are ſo cold 
. about aboliſhing the Peru! Laws and Teſts. They 
Compaſſionately argue thus, Why ſhould we be fo 
cruel as to cut down and Mortify theſe poor inno- 
cent Laws that never did (nor ever ſhall ,) doe us 
any Harm ? But more of this at our next Meeting. 
Sim, Yery good, Farwel ſor this Time. 


FINTS. 


